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CHANGES, THEY ARE A COMIN’ 

As we move along down the path of finding a new senior pastor, and then an associate 
pastor, some members of the congregation may feel anxious.  It’s not unusual as 
change can be hard for some, but easier for others.  If you are feeling anxious, some-
times receiving information about the progress we are making will be reassuring.  The 
Senior Pastor Search Committee will be making a report to the congregation at both 
services on September 25, and will continue to do so on a regular basis.  Articles will 
be put in The Herald about the progress.  But, in the meantime, if you would like to 
talk to someone about this situation, or if you have questions, please see Gary Myers 
who is the Chairperson of the Pastor and Staff Relations Committee.   

Ginny Collins, Moderator 

WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE BELIEVE 

Two new additions to the welcome table in the atrium are the pamphlets Who We 
Are, What We Believe from the United Church of Christ Resource Center and a trifold 
telling about The First Congregational Church in Tallmadge.  If you have, or are, a guest 
or prospective member, please feel free to take these pamphlets to better understand 
our church – its history, opportunities, classes and mission. 

Message from the UCC Eastern Ohio & Western Reserve Associations– Ohio Conference 

This summer the Councils of your Associations received and accepted the retirement of 
the Rev. Dr. Rita Root, Associations General Minster, effective at the end of  2017.    This 
was done with deep gratitude for her gifted leadership to our association these last four 
years.  This fall  your Councils will form a joint committee to search for our next               
Associations General Minister with the intent to present a candidate at the annual 
meeting in the fall of 2017. 

Ceola Littlejohn  WRA Council Moderator & Jeanette Brodersen   EOA Council Moderator 
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September/October Sidebar 2016 
 

“I am everyday people.” 
 

Recently I used lyrics from the Rock ’n Roll group Sly and The Family Stone; their 
song “Everyday People” in a sermon.  I ‘grew up’ listening to groups like Sly and The 
Family Stone finding the poetic lyrics set to rhythm and music beat a path to my soul.  
The point I was making in the sermon is that it pleases God when we find the common 
ground between us and understand there is more that makes us one than divides us:  

Sometimes I’m right but I can be wrong 
my own beliefs are in my song 

The butcher, the banker, the drummer and then 
makes no difference what group I’m in… 

 
One of the benefits of returning to Viet Nam with our veterans and their family members is a peace 
that comes from being with the Vietnamese people, especially those who fought on the ‘other side’ as 
well as those whom we were allied with (ARVN).  Initially apprehensive to meeting former enemy, 
the anxiety gives way to the common threads of sacrifice and suffering; love of country, love of family 
and those who served at their side.  We begin to ‘see’ one another even though there is a pronounced 
difference in physical size, stature, hair color, language, and culture - we see each other in a new 
way.  Encounters and meetings end with displays of affection, promises of prayers for one another, 
and sincere gratitude. 
 
On October 9th we will hold our first “Islamic Christian Dialogue” and have the opportunity to share 
a meal following the 10:00 service of worship.  The meal will be prepared by our friends, Jawid and 
Nooria.  They are from Afghanistan and we met through the International Institute in Akron.  Jawid 
served in the Afghan Police Force as an interpreter attached to the US Army 10th Mountain Division.  
He and his family have moved to the United States for their safety and are seeking citizenship.  
Jawid and Nooria are practicing Muslims and we have had many good and sincere conversations 
about Islam, Christianity and our beliefs.  I will let them tell you their story!  (I hope you will take the 
opportunity to attend worship and stay for the meal on October 9th.  Reservations are required and 
it is a family event. Contact the church office.) 
 
Our efforts to hold conversations, welcome others and learn about them is in line with the teachings 
of Jesus.  Jesus healed both Jew and Gentile and included Samaritans, Roman soldiers, women and 
children.  The gospel of Mark is an unfolding story of ever widening ministry from Palestine to Gen-
tile areas - Jesus went ahead to purify/cleanse (cast out evil) and perform miracles, feedings (4,000 
and 5,000) with a few loaves and fish.  I can’t recall a gospel story when Jesus insisted that his audi-
ence convert to Judaism - he proclaimed the Kingdom of Heaven and included everyone.  What Je-
sus does command in the Gospel of John is, “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34) 
This not as easy as it sounds.  The disciples certainly questioned and tried to keep non-Jews away 
from Jesus; others asked, “Who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:25-37)   
 
We have a long way to go to be inclusive, welcoming and affirming - but we are getting there.  Our 
task is to keep moving in the direction of welcome and celebration.  In the statements from you 
about our church one aspect continues to ring out, “We are a friendly church, I feel welcome here.”  
We are arriving and practicing the gracious hospitality Jesus proclaimed. 
 
 
Shalom, 
Dr. John



 

3 

Dear Friends, 

Last month I came across an article titled, “The Gospel in Seven Words” in the progres-

sive, ecumenical magazine, “Christian Century.” It was inspired by civil rights activist, 

Will D. Campbell’s autobiography, Brother to a Dragonfly. In it, Campbell recalls how his 

friend P.D. East had badgered him for a succinct definition of Christianity. East did not 

want a long or fancy explanation. “I’m not too bright,” he told Campbell. “Keep it simple. In ten words 

or less, what’s the Christian message?”   Campbell obliged his friend: “We’re all jerks but God loves us 

anyway,” he said (language cleaned up for church).  His response eventually extended into a conversa-

tion provoked by Campbell’s summary.   

The magazine then ran with this concept.  Shouldn’t we all be walking around with a concise, summary 

of what Christianity is to us? What the Gospel is? What it means to us? I also believe this is important.  

If we are in a grocery store and someone asks us in the checkout line what is their faith to them, or why 

they are a Christian, do we have a response?  Do we have something to offer that invites a deeper con-

versation? Have we reflected on what being a Christian means to us enough to have an answer?   

When the magazine asked famous theologians and Christian writers to proclaim the gospel in a maxi-

mum of seven words and expand upon it in a few sentences, they received answers such as: 

 He led captivity captive.- Carol Zaleski 

 We live by Grace.- M. Craig Barnes 

 In Christ, God’s yes defeats our no.- Beverly Roberts Gaventa 

 Divinely persistent, God really loves us.- Donald W. Shriver 

 We are the church of infinite chances.- Mary Karr 

 God, through Jesus Christ, welcomes us anyhow.- Martin E. Marty 

 In Christ, God calls all to reconciliation.- Brian McLaren 

 Love your neighbor as yourself.-Bill McKibben 

 God gets the last word.-Martin Copenhaver 

 God was born. We can be reborn.- Carol Howard Merritt 

 Israel’s God’s bodied love continues world-making.-Walter Brueggemann (I used only six words; I 

rested on the seventh)  

 We are who God says we are.-Nadia Bolz-Weber 

I had been asked a similar challenge in my ordination process to answer the question in a concise num-

ber of words. “Why become a Christian?” The words fell out of my mouth and came right from my 

heart, “To know that you are never alone.”  So in response to the magazine’s question, I would say, 

“You are never alone.” 

I invite you to share with me your seven words or less Gospel message.  Take time this month to reflect 

on this question, to be ready to share your faith with others and an answer that would invite a conver-

sation with someone seeking to know God.  What would your answer be? 

Please put your answer in my mailbox and I will share your answers in a future newsletter article. I 

look forward to hearing from you! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Sarah 
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Stephen Ministry Evening Retreat 

Dear  Church Family, thank you so much for all of the many cards I received when I was in Altercare 

in Stow. Thanks to the many folks that came to see me.  I am home now and getting a lot better 

every day.  I am hoping to get back to church when I am walking better.  Thanks for all your con-

cerns.  God Bless you all!!  Ann Minar 

 

To our church family, 

In difficult times it is hard to put into words the comfort you feel when you have the support of your church 

family.  We want to express our gratitude for all the cards we received for the passing of our dad, Foster Schaf-

er.  We also appreciated all the visitors that came to the funeral home to extend their condolences.  He was a 

great man and had a good life.  Thanks again for thinking of us.   

God Bless to all.  Jack & Cheryl Schafer and Family. 

 

Dear Dr. John,   Thank you for performing Jocelyn’s baptism.  It was a beautiful service and meant a lot to not 

only Nate & I, but also our families.  We also appreciate the beautiful and thoughtful gifts from the congrega-

tion.  Thank you again, Holly & Nate. 
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Ted Achimasi 
Paul Arch 
Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Nancy Beken 
Marian & Ed Belisle 
Shirley Braidich  (Ann Carter’s  
Mother) 
Margaret  Bumpas 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Chris Caldwell (friend of Christie 
Speicher) 
Carol Carter 
Suzanne Creswelll 
Jean  DeWitt 
Nancy Dove 
Esta Eriksen 

Scott Foltz (Treehouse parent) 
Sue Gassaway 
Deanna Getowski 
Eric Grant 
Joann Hartman (Teresa ‘s mom) 
Ray Hartman (Teresa Snyder’s Dad) 
Megan Landers (Noreen Ashley’s 
niece) 
Amy Line (Janet McCauley’s cousin) 
Eva Lowry 
Hannah McConihe 
Helen McKee 
Ann Minar 
Scott Newcomer 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Wilma Pohly 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s         

Mother) 
Steve Ristich 
Betty Schoffman 
Ken Speicher 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Dan Tronge 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Olive Yohey 
Pat Zimmerman 
Marcia Zuravel 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
Senior Pastor Search Committee 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   

There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individuals’ concerns and   
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing 
it in the offering plate on Sunday morning, or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call     
    Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Robert Alexander.  Bob passed away in late  August, 
2016.     A memorial service will be held at FCC on September 10th at 11 am.  The Rev. Dr. John 
Schluep officiating.   

Deepest sympathy to Kathy & Jim Harris and family on the loss of Kathy’s father, Cecil Nelson. Cec-
il passed away on August 26, 2016.   

Sincere sympathy to Jennifer & Mike Carter and family on the recent death of Jennifer's father, 
Darrell.  Darrell Brand passed away on August 29, 2016. 

Our sympathy to Janet & David Highsmith and family on the loss of Janet’s mother, Carolyn.   Car-
olyn Woolf passed away in late August. 

Sincere sympathy to  Brenda and Larry Bagnoli and family on the loss of Brenda's mother, Evelyn 

Greenleaf.    

 Deepest sympathy to Sue, Kevin, Corrine & Aaron Gassaway on the loss of their mother and   

grandmother,  Mary Lee Pluddeman.   

Condolences: 
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Islamic Educational Luncheon  

Presentation on Islam from the Islamic Society of Akron and Kent 

& 

Authentic Afghani Luncheon  

provided by Jawid and Nooria  

Sunday, October 9 

11:30AM in the Fellowship Hall 

Cost $5/individual   $15/family 

Come join us as we learn about our Muslim neighbors’ Islamic faith in this   

 program hosted by the Mission and Social Action Committee. 

CARING FOR OUR COLLEGE KIDS THROUGH CARE PACKAGES! 

Once again, CE and High School Fellowship will be putting together 

Care packages to mail to our college students living either away or at 

home.  We want them to know that they are still a valued part of our 

community here and representing our church and Christ in their 

classrooms and internships.   

We will have packages available on November 20th for you to “adopt” 

and mail to the students.  

If your son or daughter is a college student and would like a care 

package, please give their address information to the office so 

that we can send them love from our church! Please see Pastor 

Sarah if you have any questions. 

 

High School Fellowship Schedule 

 October 2– (4:00-5:30PM) Theme: World Cultures  

 October 9-(11:15AM)  Islamic Educational Luncheon 

 October 16– (4PM-7PM) Maize Valley Corn Maze $15 

 October 23-(9:30AM-1PM) Mt. Zion UCC Church in 

Cleveland 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 



 

7 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Sunday School 

On Sunday, September 11, we started our Sunday School hour at 9:00 to 9:50 AM. Following Sunday 
School, at 10:00 AM, we offer worship for children and choirs.  If your child doesn’t want to attend choir, 
they can go to worship with you.  Following choir will be children’s worship in the Fellowship Hall for chil-
dren 5

th
 grade and younger. 

 

Middle School Fellowship  

Thursdays from 6-7:15 pm in room 101, the youth room 

September 29  Get to know you 

October 6  Team Work 

October 13  Fear 

October 20  Trust 

We would like to welcome the new 6
th
 graders to our fellowship group with making them part of the team.  

Come play games, build relationships, share friendships and learn how God is in your everyday living.   

 

Sunday School Teachers and Youth Advisors 

We are in need of some people that enjoy working with youth to help our youth program.  We have parents 
that offer to help but always looking for people to be dedicated to our youth.  If you have an interest in the 
children/youth of our church and would like to be involved in some way, please contact Wendy or Pastor 
Sarah. 

We also need substitute Sunday School teachers.  Our Sunday School team is filled with great volunteers, 
but they need a break now and then and it is good to have a list of people to call.   

 

Pageant Practice 

All children in grades 2-5 are invited to have speaking parts in the annual Christmas pageant.  We begin 
practicing on Tuesday, October 25 from 6-7 pm.  This will be our standard practice time through November.  
If your child is interested in a speaking part, please let Wendy Brown know.  We ususally have speaking 
parts, nonspeaking parts and solos.  All children are invited to participate in the Christmas pageant choirs, 
5

th
 grade and younger.  Practices will begin on Sundays through November. 

 

 

 

 

The Sunday School class of 4th & 5th graders are collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald 
house and personal hygiene samples (travel size shampoo, toothpaste, soap, etc) for the Boys and 
Girls Safe Landing Group Homes.  Containers will be in the atrium.  Thank you! 

 

Parents of 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 graders, you are encouraged to join Sunday School class with your child on 
October 2.  They have been learning about the bible and would like to have a combined class with 
you.  Come to the David Bacon room on October 2 @ 9:00.  We will have donut holes, coffee and 
juice.  Bring a bible that you have, either a childhood bible or one you use now. It will be interactive with 
your child and with others.   
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Memorial Garden with Columbarium Committee (MGCC) 

 Through our study of columbaria [pl.] we have learned the meanings of associated words.  The word 

columbarium  is derived from the word columbary [L.] meaning a nesting house for doves…which seems so 

appropriate since doves are associated with peace and love.  When a person is cremated, the cremains may 

be placed in an urn .  An urn is not necessarily a decorative item, but rather a sealable container of a particular 

form, material, and size suitable for a niche.  Dependent upon columbarium design, niches may be 8X8 or 

12X12- inch spaces in which one or two urns may be placed for perpetuity.  The service of interment is usually 

a small, private, peaceful family event scheduled and planned with the minister of the church as officiant. 

 Having a columbarium on First Congregational’s campus would extend its arc of care by offering con-

gregants the   opportunity to remain close to their beloved church as they “…remain in the house of the Lord 

forever.” 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October 11 at 5:15 in John's office  

Rake and Run, November 6 

Everyone invited to help 

Last year we had almost 70 people working this event, let’s see if we can 
top that!  Our youth groups and family ministry will be working hard, but will 
be happy to welcome others.  We want this to be a family event.  Please 
sign up at the welcome center beginning in October.  We will have POT-
LUCK lunch right after church and then head out to do some service work 
for people that need help. 

 

If you would like help raking your yard this fall, please contact Wendy 
Brown or Pastor Sarah Courtney, 330-633-4931.  We will have crews of 
FCC people helping on November 6. 

First Congregational Church of Tallmadge 

Invites you to a Spaghetti Dinner 

 

 
 

Come meet and dine with your neighbors 

Wednesday October 12, 2016    4:30-7PM 

85 Heritage Drive, Tallmadge 44278 

No RSVP Needed 

$7.00  adults  /   $6.00 children 8 and under 
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CLASS FOR NEW MEMBERS      Sunday,  October 23 at 9:00 am. 

If you have just started attending First Congregational Church  or have been attending for a long time and 
just now made a decision to join, we welcome you to this opportunity to learn more about our church.    
Contact the church office, at 330-633-4931, if you are interested in attending.                                                           
More detailed information will be announced during worship services and printed in upcoming bulletins. 

YARNING FOR PEACE     
Yarning for Peace will return to its normal meeting date of the 2nd Monday in October.  We 
hope to see you at 7:00 pm in the David Bacon room on October 10th.  All are welcome to 
join us whether you are making prayer shawls or working on your own project.  If you don't 
knit/crochet please consider donating a gift card from JoAnn Fabrics or Michael's to our to-
tally self supported ministry. 

 Hearts In Service contactors will hold a meeting in The David Bacon room 200 at 
11:15 a.m.  on Sunday, October 16.   We welcome anyone who may be interested in 
learning more about what we do and may have an interest in joining in our visitation 
ministry.   

FCCoT Leadership Retreat – August 27, 2016  

On August 27, 50 church leaders actively and powerfully participated in the August 27th Leadership Retreat. 
We asked them four questions and their comments were quite insightful.  

Take aways: 

 They want fun events like craft nights, golf outings, rummage sales, etc. 

 intergenerational activities would bring us all together. Our freshman (Millennial Generation) want to 
help our seniors (Silent Generation). And, visa versa, our seniors proposed a big bro/sis idea 

 Education programs for adults of each generation are very much in need. 

 Let’s pay off our debt. 

 Many, many people enjoyed the small group format. We’ve heard this from prior retreats. 

 They enjoyed being heard.  

 The opening video was inspiring and a good idea. It was a bit long.  

 Listening to ideas from each generation during the full session was valued. 

 Child care made a difference.  

Go Forward Team; September 15, 2016 

Congregators will meet at 12:00 Noon on Tuesday, October 4th.  Lunch is at ON TAP on Kent Road in 

Stow.  Please call Barb Stutler at 330-630-3972. 
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Join us at Beef ‘O’ Brady’s 
Monday October 10, 2016 
From 11:00 AM-8:00 P.M. 

 
Beef’s will donate up to 20% of food sales to 

First Congregational Youth Group 

from all Spirit Night Participants. 

(Alcohol not included.) Carry Out Available 

3975 Cascades Blvd. Brimfield 

330.678.4800/www.beefsneo.com 
 

Donations will go towards the Youth group room Remodel. 

Your Name:____________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ________________________________________ 

 

Birthday: Month______  Day_____  Zip Code: _____________ 

 

Activity Supported:      First Congregational Church Youth Group 

First Congregation-

                              Spirit Night     at 

The Legacy Club 

The Church Will Be Great When the Elders Plant Trees in Whose Shade They Will Never Sit. 

Your legacy. Recently the Investment and Endowment Committee has asked you, church members & friends, to do 
two things. The first, and most important, is to encourage you to write or update your will. This is Important          
regardless of your age. If you have experienced a recent life-changing event (marriage, birth, death, job change, 
etc.), it is essential that you take this step. This document is “the single most important document you will ever 
have”. Be sure your wishes are known. 

Secondly, through your will, leave your legacy. Included in this concept is the hope that you would choose to include 
our church in your planning. This can be done in many ways. The simplest and most common are in the body of your 
will or simply by an addendum to an already written will. 

As you make this commitment, please consider “planting the seed so the trees will grow”. Hopefully you will choose 
to plant the seeds using your “future money” so the trees of the church will grow in the future. The “ trees” will    
support your church by supporting our endowment. There is no present day cost. You will be leaving your legacy. 

All of this falls into the category of “planned giving” - planning your future gifts. Please, if you have already done so, 
notify the office. No amount need be disclosed, because the amount is not important. Only that you have chosen 
to include the church in your legacy. Join our Legacy Club. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jack McKee (330-714-8660). 
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 TALLMADGE HOSTS A MONTHLY ALZHEIMER’S     

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP. 

First Congregational Church hosts this group the last Tuesday of 

every month at 11:00 AM.  This group supports caregivers who are affected by Alzheimer’s and other types 

of dementia:  Lewy-Body Dementia, Vascular Dementia and Frontotemporal Dementia.  

Over 5 million Americans have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and of these, 200,000 have been diagnosed 

with early-onset Alzheimer’s.  Fifteen million are individual caregivers for those they love, which amounts to 

18.1 billion dollars of unpaid care.  They need our help.  The Alzheimer’s Association provides enormous 

help to individuals, families and communities. 

All services from the Alzheimer’s Association are free: support groups, classes, a Care Consultation that will 

help define short-term and long-term goals, a gentle, in-home fifteen session exercise class, books and 

written materials, trial studies and a 24/7 hot-line.  The ladies who answer the phone in Hudson (330 650 

0552) and Canton (toll-free –330 966 7343) have years of experience and follow-through to help answer any 

question that comes up.  This organization has served so many in our area 

This marvelous organization has sixteen staff members for seventeen counties in our Northeastern Ohio ar-

ea.  Alzheimer’s has its major fundraiser each fall, and you can help. 

TALLMADGE RESIDENTS CAN JOIN THE EFFORT 

 Tell people about this wonderful organization; refer them to our local Hudson chapter, to our Caretaker 

Support Group, or to the hotline: 1 800 272 3900. 

 Join the “Walk to End Alzheimer’s” at the University of Akron on Sunday, October 2, 2016 with registra-

tion at 8:30 AM.  The walk is free.  Our team is Tallmadge Awesome Angels and you can register on-line 

or call the Hudson Office and they will add you to the team. 

 You can make a donation to the team and encourage others to donate.  Every little bit helps!  You can 

drop money off at the Congregational Church on Heritage Dr. during the weekly hours of 8:00 Am – 4:00 

PM, you can mail a check to the Hudson office, or donate on-line. 

 

For more information call: Team Captain and facilitator Roberta Nehrenz at: 

330 634 0713 

ALL GOD’S CHIILDREN 

If you have a child or family member who identifies as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, or Queer, and you 
would like to be supported by other parents and family members who have journeyed down this road, you 
are welcome to join us for All God’s Children. This group meets on the first Tuesday of each month, in the 
Heritage Room and is led by Pastor Sarah.  Here you will find men and women who will walk with you as you 
love, care for, and support your loved ones.  If you have any questions or would like more information, please 
see Pastor Sarah. Our next meeting will be October 4th at 7PM in the Heritage Room.  
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Women's Fellowship News

      

ALL ABOARD!  Women’s Fellowship is once again sponsoring a trip on the Cuya-
hoga    Valley Scenic Railroad to beautiful downtown Peninsula for lunch.  We will 

meet at the North Station downtown Akron (off Howard Street) at 10:30 and return there around 2:30 on 
Thursday, October 27th.  Reservations have been made at the Winking Lizard and there will be time to visit 
some art shops that are close.  Tickets are $17 a person for the train only, and can be purchased in the atri-
um on Sunday mornings.  Reservations and payment must be made by Sunday, October 2nd.  This is a popu-
lar trip...don’t miss out!  All are invited to come along! 

WNI Pecan Sale 

Our fresh and delicious pecans will be arriving from Georgia just in time for your holiday  
baking needs.  Our sale will begin on October 23 at the bake sale.  The price will remain $10, 
which seems to be less than most stores.  You may purchase them on the 23rd or by calling 
Chris Thompson at 330-633-6878.  Thank you for your continued support of our fundraiser.   

The Pecan Lady 

Please note:  You can receive the Herald newsletter by e-mail.  Not only does this save on 
‘paper’ it also means you’ll get the news earlier.  Simply contact the church office and ask to be 
switched to ‘email’ for the Herald.  330-633-4931  or e-mail bethfcc@sbcglobal.net   

EMAIL BLAST HOTLINE 
 

Beginning this fall there will be an Email Blast Hotline (EBH) to notify those with 
email about emergencies, special impromptu events, funerals, and cancellations of 
events and/or services.   Consider the situation where an event has to be cancelled 
because of weather or building issues – the EBH can quickly notify all those with 
email about the change.  Or if someone passes away early in the week and the fu-
neral is scheduled later in the week, members could be notified of the details, and 

not miss it.  Many members live outside of Tallmadge/Summit County and don’t get the Beacon Journal (to 
read the Obituaries), so this would be a big help in keeping abreast of information.  Or what if one of the 
pastors would like to organize a special worship/prayer service due to some crisis or national disaster – this 
could gather people in very little time. 

So, if you are on The Herald emailing list, you will be on the EBH list.  If you are not, and would like to 
be on the EBH, please give your email to Beth in the church office.  All requests for using the EBH will be 
passed through the Pastors’ offices for approval.  (This is not a public relations or advertising hotline.)  If you 
have any questions about this new EBH, please see Ginny Collins or call her at 330-705-1430.   
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     BOOKMARKS 

Hello, 

It’s September already – time slips by too fast.  With school starting I want 
to say a big, sincere thank you to our teachers everywhere.  Past teachers, present teachers and future teachers.  
You have helped make us who we are today.  Good Job! 

With all that’s going on in our church many of us may be ask to volunteer for jobs we have never done before.  
This is a problem for some of us (me included).  Volunteering is refreshing and helps build your confidence in 
yourself.  One suggested reading is the book “Chicken Soup for the Volunteer’s Soul.”  It has many authors and is 
full of loving, caring and inspiring stories.  As a volunteer, 99% of the time you find the work rewarding and learn 
a lot about human nature. 

We also have a book available about Leadership,” The Spirit of Leadership” by Dr. Myles Munroe.  Any 
“follower” may be ask to become a leader, some day, and most are capable of doing this….with some training 
and guidelines.  If you should be asked to be a leader either in our church or on some other occasion, this book 
is an excellent source of information. 

Please be sure to check the many interesting articles and reference material in the Periodical Rack (aka. the 
Schluep Rack) located in the library. 

Let us all pray for all our changes and the committees “of volunteers” working during these times. 

Blessings, 

Jo Hostutler 

We are each of us angels with only one wing.  And we can only fly by embracing each other .  
(Luciano de Crescenzo) 

WARRIORS’ JOURNEY HOME    LISTEN * SPEAK * HEAL 

 
SPIRITUAL RETREAT & FACILITATOR TRAINING   

Camp Wanake, Beach City, OH 

 
September 30—October 2, 2016. 

 
Retreat Leader:  Chris Reynolds, Facilitator for the WJH Healing Lodge. 

Facilitator Trainer:  Dr. John Schluep, Founder of WJH model of healing, Dr. Schluep will teach the ‘nuts and 
bolts’ of starting and leading the WJH Healing Circle. 

 
Cost:  The Spiritual Retreat:  $125 

              The Facilitator Training & Spiritual Retreat:  $225 
 (meals & materials included) 

 
Questions or concerns?   Call John Schluep @330-633-4941 or Chris Crull @765-918-4116 
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September 25     Larry & Brenda Bagnoli 

October 2 Gary & Kim Fulton 

October 9 Frank & Rebecca Moore 

October  16 Jim & Jana Caplinger 

October  23 Frank & Rebecca Moore 

October  30 Stephen Ministers 

September 25   Ann & Bill Emmitt, Gary Marlow, Terri Poff 

October 2 Chris Bauch, Tim Burns, Gary Marlow, Larry Robinson 

October 9 Mark Bowers, Al Lytle, Dave Marconi, Terri Poff 

October 16 Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers, Larry Robinson 

October 23  Ann & Bill Emmitt, Gary Marlow, Terri Poff   

October 30  

 

     Altar Flowers 
September 25     Rev. David & Dr. Suzanne Kiewit 

October 2  Johnson 

October 9  Peverall, Buser, Thomason 

October 16  Fiocca, Teeling 

October 23  Drummond 

October 30  Fordham, Marshall 

Worship 
August 21  
9:30 Service  188 
 
August 28 
9:30 Worship  208 

September 4 
9:30 Worship   147 
 
September 11 
8:30 Worship  28 
10 Worship  228 

September 18 
8:30 Worship  28 
10 am Worship 223 

USHERS 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS 

Preaching Schedule 

September 25     Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

October 2            Rev. Sarah Courtney 

October 9            Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

October 16          Rev. Sarah Courtney 

October 23          Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

October 30          Rev. Dr. John Schluep 

 

General Operating Fund Note:  During August, 2016, receipts of $34,408 were $7,658 below the monthly expense budget.  
Actual expenses for August of $37,746 were $4,320 BELOW BUDGET leaving a deficit for the month of $3,338 and a year-
to-date surplus of $5,291.  However, the year-to-date surplus is partly due to miscellaneous “other” income, while Faith 
Offerings are below budget, and operating expenses that are running $18,000 below budget.  We remain prayerfully hope-
ful that faith offerings will increase as attendance and activity pick up in the Fall and keep pace with our monthly operating 
expenses. 

Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular purchases 
of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for 
both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  
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October 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
2 WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

        Neighbors in Need Offering 

8:10 am  Prayer group 

8:30 am  Worship 

9:00 am  Sunday school—all ages 

10:00 am Worship 

10:00 am Children’s Choir Rehearsals 

10:30 am Children’s Worship 5th grade 

3 

 

1pm to 6pm 

RED CROSS 
BLOOD DRIVE 

 

 

 

4 

12 Noon   Congregators 

2 pm  Elder’s Fellow-
ship 

 

7 pm All God’s       
Children 

5 

9 Quilters   

 

 

  

6:30  Book 
Study 

  

6 

 

6 pm  Middle 
School Fellow-
ship 

 

7 pm  Chancel 
Choir 

7 

 

8 

9:15  

WNI 

Outing  

         

Ohio 

9      PASTOR APPRECIATION SUN-
DAY 

8:30 am   Worship 

9:00 am   Sunday School—all  ages 

10:00 am   Worship 

10:00 am  Children’s Choir Rehearsals 

10:30 am  Children’s Worship 5th grade 
and   

10 

 

 

 

 

 

7 pm  Yarning for 
Peace 

11 

 

 

 

6:30 pm  Board       
Meetings 

7:45 pm  Executive 
Council 

12 

  9 Quilters 

4:30– 7 pm 

Spaghetti Dinner 

6:30 Book Study 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 

6:30  Stephen 

13 

 

6 pm  Middle    
School Fellow-
ship 

 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

8:30 am  Worship 

8:30 am  Faith  & Family Pancake Break-
fast 

9:00  am  Sunday School-all ages 

10 am Worship 

10:00 am   Children’s Choir Rehearsals 

10:30  am   Children’s Worship 5th grade 

 and younger 

11:15   

11:00 am  Linger Longer 

17 

 

 

7 pm  WNI Board 
Meeting 

Library 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

 

18 

 

5:30 Naranon 

 

6 pm Card Making 

 

 

19 

 9 Quilters 

 

 

 

6:30  Chancel 
Ringers 

 

20 

 

 

6 pm Middle 
School Fellow-
ship 

 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 

 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

8:30 am   Worship 

 WF/WNI BAKE SALE 

9:00 am   Sunday School –all ages 

9:00 am   New Members Class 

10:00 am  Worship 

10:00 am  Children’s Choir Rehearsals 

10:30 am   Children’s Worship 5th grade 

24 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

25 

11 Alzheimer’s       
Caregivers support 
group 

 

6 pm Pageant Practice 

26 

9 Quilter 

 

6:30  Chancel 
Ringers 

 

 

27 

10:30  Women’s 
Fellowship Train 
Trip 

 

6 pm Middle 
School Fellow-
ship 

28 
 

29 

 

 

 

 

30  8:30 am  Worship 
9:00 am  Sunday School—all ages 
10:00 am  Worship 
10:30 am  Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
10:30  am  Children’s Worship 5th 
grade and 

31 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Janet McCaulley   330-633-3775 
   Barbara Rowles                      34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Beth Loresch  Administrative Coordinator    bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Choir Director / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Teresa Snyder  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Steve Ristich  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Zachary Brown  Sunday Custodian 

DATE: September 21, 2016 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

